
 

LABOUR LINK 
NEWSLETTER 

Welcome to the Summer 2023 edition of our East  
Midlands Labour Link bulletin.   

As you’ll see, we’ve been incredibly busy over the past 
few months, especially when it came to campaigning in 
May’s elections. 

On behalf of UNISON Labour Link, I would like to thank 
all those who stood for their local councils in May.  Many 
were successful and have been part of Labour Groups 
that grew in size and may now even run local authorities! 

To all those who were not successful, our sincere thanks 
goes out to you.  Hopefully, you will stand again in future 
elections.   

We will be running Branch Labour Link Officer training 
again in the future, which covers the process of standing 
for local council elections.  If you’ve not done this training 
before or would like a refresher, keep an eye out! 

Robert Parkinson, Chair East Midlands Labour Link 

Summer 2023 

LABOUR UNIONS CAMPAIGN DAYS 
East Midlands Labour Unions are the 11 trade unions that 
are part of the Labour Party, bringing the collective  
voices of working people to the heart of the party.  

UNISON Labour Link chair Robert Parkinson also  
doubles up as the regional Labour Unions campaign  
coordinator. 

Throughout the summer, campaign days have been  
organised in marginal parliamentary seats across the 
East Midlands. Want to get involved? Please scan the 
QR code opposite to see list of upcoming campaign 
days. 

Every UNISON member is welcome to attend, regardless 
if you’re a veteran of campaigning or a first timer!   
 
Please email Robert directly if 
you’ve any questions regarding 
campaigning around the region: 
 
robert.parkinson@leicester.gov.uk 

mailto:robert.parkinson@leicester.gov.uk


 

On Friday 9 June, Labour Party members, trade unionists and senior politicians gathered to share thanks and  
appreciation for Dame Margaret Beckett, the long-standing MP for Derby South who will be retiring at the next  
general election. UNISON Labour Link was particularly pleased to have the leader of the Labour Party Sir Keir Starmer 
come over to speak to our members. 

UNISON was proud to attend the Derby Silk Mill  
Festival, the annual gathering to celebrate the  
famous 19th century dispute where workers  
unionised to fight against unjust conditions.   
 
We were joined at our stall by Derby North’s  
Labour Parliamentary Candidate Catherine  
Atkinson.   
 
“Remember Your Past, Fight for Your Future!” 

Labour Link held its annual rally at National Delegate  
Conference, hearing from ‘UNISON’s own’ Deputy Party 
Leader, Angela Rayner.   
 
Angela shared with the rally Labour’s commitment to the 
New Deal for Working People, which will be written into 
law within 100 days of Labour taking office.  More  
information on the New Deal for Working People can be 
found here: labourunions.org.uk/newdeal 

LABOUR LINK AT CONFERENCE 

DAME MARGARET  
BECKETT DINNER 

DERBY SILK MILL FESTIVAL 

https://labourunions.org.uk/newdeal/

