	UNISON EAST MIDLANDS

LIFELONG LEARNING IN UNISON

DEVELOPING OUR MEMBERS
BUILDING OUR BRANCHES




UNISON aims to give all members the opportunity to get back into learning, to develop new skills, build self confidence and experience the enjoyment of learning and the satisfaction of achievement.

Lifelong learning in UNISON is also about helping branches to recruit new members, retain existing ones and develop new activists.  Many members who have completed ‘Return to Learn’ and ‘Women’s Lives’ courses go on to become involved in the union, particularly as Union Learning Representatives (ULRs).  

WHAT’S ON OFFER?

The following courses are available exclusively to UNISON members:
· RETURN TO LEARN

· WOMEN’S LIVES 

All courses are provided free of charge to UNISON members.  We help students with their travel, dependent care and childcare costs.  The courses are delivered by friendly, experienced tutors with students working in small groups which meet in the evenings.  Both courses include a residential weekend.  
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Did you know that the UNISON Return to Learn course has been running for over 25 years?  Over that time, hundreds of members have completed this course and have enjoyed increased self-confidence and self-esteem as a result.

Many learners have gone on to further study, looked for new career opportunities or have taken on more responsibility at work. 
The course focuses on:

· Using a computer

· Discussion, note-taking and writing

· Investigation through interview

· Points of view

Return to Learn courses run in the evening over 12 sessions.  There is also a residential weekend included.  The course is free to UNISON members.  Students study at a level equivalent to GCSE/A level standard.  There are no exams. 
	


(  Women’s Lives  (
This course has been designed specifically for UNISON women members who have experienced little, if any, recent education.  The aim of the course is to build confidence as well as develop study skills in reading and comprehension, note taking, writing, analysing and basic research. 

It features a strong personal development and confidence building element.

What will I learn?

Students gain many different things from the course, including:

· a chance to look at women’s experiences at work, in family life and in the community.

· greater self-confidence.

· a sense of achievement.

· study skills in reading, comprehension and note-taking.

· information and guidance to move on to further learning opportunities.

· wider horizons and new friends.

The course runs in the evenings for 8 sessions lasting 2 hours each.  There is also a residential weekend as part of the course.  The course is free to UNISON members.  Students study at a level equivalent to GCSE/A level standard.  There are no exams. 
For more information on any of the above please contact UNISON Learning and Member Development Team on 0115 8475457.
